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and Jacob, and the tribes of Israel, and that which came to
Moses, and Jesus, and the Prophets, from their Lord, and
make no difference between them." His gross ignorance both
of the Law and of Christianity could not have been imagined
except on his own shewing, for he speaks of them as codes,
as if the former was not intermixed with the history of the
Israelites, and that there was not one, but four gospels; none
of which could have been sent down to Jesus, since they are
narratives of his life and death, and resurrection and ascension,
and must have been written after those events. The Epistles
seem not to have been known to him, even by name, and he is
evidently ignorant of their contents, and of the very essence
of Christianity, for he adopts the absurd notion of the Gnostics,
that Jesus was taken up alive into heaven, while another was
crucified in his stead; thus acknowledging that the doctrine
of the Cross was to him not the power or wisdom of God, but
foolishness, as it was to the Jew and the idolater.

Notwithstanding the guesses which have been repeated from
age to age of the assistance of Christians in the composition
of the Koran, the book itself seems to shew that all his know-
ledge of facts was derived from Jewish traditions and apocry-
phal gospels. Thus, by additions and alterations he has
deprived the interesting history of Joseph of the attraction
which it possesses in the Bible narrative, without in any degree
strengthening his own cause, and, instead of enlarging on the
genuine miracles of our Lord, he specifies his speaking in the
cradle, and his making sparrows out of clay, and giving them
life- Such miracles we may read in apocryphal gospels still
preserved, and many of his variations from the Old-Testament
history may be traced to Jewish authorities. The remainder,
we may therefore presume, were derived from the same source,
and believed by himself to be true. And now, if the Jewish
and Christian narratives in the Scripture be true, the contra-
dictory statements in the Koran must be false, and consequently
that book cannot have been a divine revelation.

Our Saviour condemned his own generation for misinter-
preting the Scriptures, but he never said that they had corrupted